
REVIEW

by

Assoc. Prof. Valentina Nikolova Vasileva, PhDr'oAngel Kanchevo'University of
Ruse

Regarding the application of the following candidates for the academic position of
Associate Prffissor, Faculty of Education, Konstantin PreslavslcylJfiversity of

Shumen

Area of Higher Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Field 1.2. Pedagogy

(Intercultural Competences and Foreign Language Teaching)

Ergidzhan Osman Alinder-Ismaiiova, PhD is the sole candidate who has applied for

the academic position of Associate Professor, announced in the State Gazette issue 20

dated l0th March 2020 for the needs of the Departrnent of Technological and

Vocational Education, Preschool and Primary School Education at the Faculty of
Education, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen. The Academic Jury was

appointed by Order }lb PA-16-068/10.07.2020.

The procedure is in accordance with the Development of Academic Staff in the

Republic of Bulgaria Act, the Rules for its implementation, the intemal Shumen

University rules, regulations, and policies, including the Habilitation Procedure.

Ergidzhan Osman Alinder-Ismailova has acquired has acquired her Doctoral degree

and for at least two years has been a lecturer at Shumen University on Modern English

(I and II parts) with first- and second-year full-time students in Primory School

Education with a Foreign Language (English language) major. There are no violations

observed in announcing and conducting the procedure.

I . Background Information
In 2003 Ergidzhan Osman Alinder-Ismailova received the Bachelor of Arts in English

Studies from Konstantin Preslavslcy University of Shumen, Professional qualification:

Philologist, Teacher in English Languoge and Literature. She gained her Master

Degree from Shumen University in English Studies - Linguistics and Trqnslation

between 2;O03-2OO5.

In 2018 she received the Doctor degree in Theory of Education and Didactics (Social

Pedagogy) from Konstantin Preslavslqt University of Shumen.

Between October 2OOl - June 2003 Ergidztran Osman Alinder-Ismailova worked as a

teacher in English as a foreign language at Simeon Veliki Vocational Technical School

in Veliki Preslav City. Also, she worked as an associate in the International

Deparlrnent and as a Secretary of the Rector's Office at Shumen University (April

l'K;*UJ i33'J *. candidate started work as an expert at Foreign students,

(]ratluates and Doctoral Students Functional Dean's Office at the Technical

University of Varna. This lasted until March 2008.



From 2008 to 2015 Ergidzhan AlinderLsmailova worked at Konstqntin Preslavsky

University of Shumen as a chief specialist at the International Relations and Projects

Centre. From November 2015 until August 2017 she was Coordinator of the Rector's

Body at Konstantin Preslqvslqt University of Shumen. From August 2017 until now

Ergidzhm Alinder-Ismailova, PhD has been working as Coordinator in General of the

[t"tfttialr"ulow untit now rhe candidate hotds the norroon of Director of the

International Relations Center. She supports the activity of the rector's body in its
policy with the foreign parftrers and assists in the rcalizatton of incoming and outgoing

teaching staff and student mobility, etc.

2. General Description of the Submitted Materials
Ergidzhan Osman Alinder-Ismailova, PhD submits the following scientific production

for participation in the procedure:

2.1. Books- 1

2.2. Monographs - 2
2.3. Arricles - 6

Published in:
o Articles in referred international journals - 3

[In : S ocioBrains, International scientifi c online j ournal 20 19 . and 20201

o Articles in Shumen University scientific volumes - 3

HABILITATION WORK (MONOGRAPH): Alinder-Ismailova, E. National and

Ethnic Cultures - Conditions, Problems and Resources for Development of
Intercultural Competencies in the Field of Higher Education. Shumen, Konstantin

Preslavsky Publishing House, 2019, pp. l74.,ISBN 978-619-201-354-7 presents the

sustainable interests of the candidate to intercultural and social issues of the integration

of different ethnic, cultural, religious and linguistic groups within the educational area.

The monograph is practically oriented and reflects the specifics of intercultural

problems and the social consequences of the integration of different ethnic, cultural,

religious and linguistic groups within the educational area.

Alinder-Ismailova, PhD summarizes, systematizes and formulates concrete

recofllmendations for solving integration problems and ensuring an educational

environment that makes possible.both to simultaneously keep individual identities and

to facilitate the interaction between different cultures, ethnic, language and religious

groups is increased. The emphasis is on the common cultural heritage. What makes a

good impression is the analysis presented, the scientific results, methodologies and

models applied, which can be used to solve the problems related to the specific

organizational structure in the educational area that combines work, learning and

interaction.

PUBLISHED MONOGRAPH, WHICH IS NOT PRESENTFD AS A MAIN
HABILITATION WORK: Alinder-Ismailova, E. Foreign Language Teaching of the

Primary School Pedagogical Staff - a Step Successfirl Mastering of Intercultural

Competencies in the Context of the New Educational Paradigm, Shumen, Konstantin

Preslavsky Publishing House, 2020, pp. 161, ISBN 978-619-201-365-3 reflects current

processes in education: strengthening ethnic diversity with the educational area;

seeking an adequate educational polioy to serve the educational needs of all learners.



The choice of the topic is chosen by the process of globalizatron, which has been

developing intensively in recent years and led to the intensified interactions between

different countries, peoples and their cultures. Communicating with people from

different countries ig becoming areality, and meeting people from different cultures is

part of our daily lives. Moreover, educational institutions exchange students and

teachers organize joint projects and/or do internships abroad, thus participating in

intercultural exchange and dialogue. According to Dr. Alinder, the formation of
intercultural competences should be seen in the context of developing students' ability

to participate in intercultural dialogue based on the principles of mutual respect,

tolerance of cultural differences and overcoming cultural balriers. Based on her

experience, the candidate defends the thesis that intercultural education focusses on

developing students' ability to'communicate successfully and contributes both to

students' awareness of their belonging to a particular ethnic group and learning about

the traditions and specifics of the representatives of another culture.

PUBLISHED BOOK BASED ON DISSERTATION FOR AWARDING THE

EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC DEGREE "DOCTOR": Alinder-Ismailova, E.

Social Aspects of Intercultural Communication within the Educational Area, Shumen,

Konstantin Preslavsky Publishing House, 2019, pp. 141, ISBN 978-619-201-340-0

explores the problems related to integration, ethnic, national and cultural identities by

the prism of, a conceptual theoretical model, applied to solve these problems in

accordance with the conditions and circumstances both on national and international

levels. The book focuses on understanding the social co-existence of different cultural

identities and promoting integration and communication between them by outlining

cultural characteristics. The main aspect of the book is focused on the theoretical

grounds, which help clarifu the concept of intercultural communication in relation to

the educational area. The limits of the two constructs of communicotion and

interaction are specified. The main characteristics of the multicultural environment

and the influence of different identities in it are discussed. Some specific strategies for

working in interculfural environment are considered.

The articl e Student Mobility Being a Prerequisite for Enhancing Competences in the

(.ontext of Successful Intercultural in: SocioBrains, International scientific online

journal www.sociobrains.com, Publ.: Veselina Nikolaeva Ilieva., Bulgaria, 65, January

2020, pp. 15-24, ISSN 2367-5721 (online), 2020 considers the importance of the

acquired knowledge and skills in a certain area of higher education (in Bulgaria or

abroad) for the professional growth of young people. The variety of majors that enable

students to carryz out Erasmus mobility and provide an excellent opportunity to develop

their creativity and to orient them towards innovation, includes potential opportunities

for intercultural understanding, tolerance and intercultural competence, necessa.ry not

only to deal with professional tasks, but also in case of difficulties in the process of
intercultural dialogue. As a result of the analysis of the reports of the students who

were on a mobility, Dr. Alinder boncludes that their desire to study in this program is

determined by the following considerations: acquaintance with a foreign counfiy;

establishing new friendships with students abroad; opportunity to get acquainted with

foreign culture and traditions; sharing knowledge and experience in the chosen major

and improvement of foreign language skills; becoming independent; comparing

different educational systems and etc.



The article Communication, Technologies and Competences - Key Milestones for
Successjill Integration.- In: SocioBrains, International scientific online journal, Issue

53, January 2019, pp. 19- 24, Publisher: www.SocioBrains.com, ISSN 2367 - 572L

Dr. Alinder examines new technblogies, communication and key competences in the

context of globalization, where the individual stands up for himselflherself and at the

same time interacts with others. It analyzes the process of exchanging meanings,

developing a unified sfrategy for interaction, and understanding of others.

Being a participant in international and intra-university projects, in the afiicle
Intercultural Projects and Interaction within the Education System. - In: Annual of
Konstantin Preslavslqt University of Shumen - 35 years of the Faculty of Education,

vol. XXIII D, ISSN l3l4 - 6769, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen

Publishing House, Shumen, 2019, p.356-366 the candidate analyzes the importance of
effective intercultural relations and dialogue between people, both on national and

international levels, as internationalization is becoming a priority in the strategies of
many higher education institutions.

The article Specifics in Communication between Representatives of Dffirent Cultures
within the Etlucationol Area. In: Modern Aspecti of Pedagogiial eommunicarion,
ISBN 978-619-201-342-4, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen Publishing
House, Shumen, 2019, p. 53-61 concludes that fraditional ideas and values have

influence on the behavior and ways of interaction of representatives of different
cultures within the educational area. She argues that culture is the unity of the material

and the mental in education. The basic common rules, successfully adapted not only in
the internal (educational) environment, but also in the external one, are gradually

turning into traditions.

The article Cultural and Ethnical Identities - Factors that InJluence the Interaction
hetween Dffirent Culture Representatives within the Universily-In: Modern Aspects

in Educational Discourse, ISBN 978-619-201-262-5, Konstantin Preslavsky University
of Shumen Publishing House, Shumen, 2018, p. L8-29 presents the views of the

candidate that the educational area allows individuals to develop their personalities by
interacting with others. It enhances interaction between different cultures, ethnic,
language and religious groups and emphasizes on the common cultural heritage. The

multicultural diversity in the modern education system, expressed in its various ethnic,

religious, cultural and linguistic dimensions, is one of the most serious challenges its

governing bodies are facing with.
In her article Specffics in Intercultural Interqction in Pedagogical Actittities.
In:SocioBrains, International soientific online journal, Issue 67, March 2O2O, pp. 24-
34, Publisher: www.SocioBrains.com, ISSN 2367 - 572L Dr. Alinder examines the

challenges in the pedagogical work in a multicultural and multiethnic environment.

She emphasizes on the need the modern educational area to become a place where

everyone learns to accept the "other" and to respect cultural differences. According to

the candidate the main role for the implementation of this process has the pedagogical

communication as a specific form of interaction between participants in intercultural

educational area.

Dr. Alinder-Ismailova's publications show a steady interest no the most current issues

of intercultural and foreign language learning teaching. They correspond to the profile



0f the competition and concspond to the

procedure.

3. Candidate's Publication Activity and

(citations noticed)
o Total -9 citations

o In Bulgarian articles - 9 cttations

profossional profile 0f the announogd

its Influence on Scientific Literature

4. General Description of the Candidate's Activity
The general characteristics of Ergidzhan Osman Alinder-Ismailova's activity is

evident from the submitted information for fulfillment of the minimum national

requirements set in Article 2b, S 2 and $ 3 from the Development of Academic Staff in

the Republic of Bulgaria Act.

4.1. Teaching Activity (work with students in Bachelor, Master and PhD degrees)

Ergidzhan Alinder-Ismailova, PhD has seminars on Contemporary English part I and

part II with first- and second-year full-time students in Primary School Education with

a Foreign Language (English) major, Bachelor degree.

Being a director of International Relations Center at Shumen University she manages

the activities with foreign University parfirers, assists the incoming and outgoing

teaching and students mobility.

4.2. Scientific and Applied Activity
The candidate participated in two international projects:

- Equal Sport For All" (ESFA): Development and evaluation of guide models mass

athletics for sports in students co-frrnded by the Erasmus * Programme:

Not-For-Profit European Sport Events.Project Number 5799L7-EPP-1-2016-2-EL-

SPO-SCP coordinated by the University of Pafras, Greece

- ESFA: Equal sport for all (Development and evaluation of guide-models mass

athletics for sports in students with special needs (obese, disabled persons, etc.").

Project Number: 5799I7-EEP-L-2016- 2-EL-SPO-SCP -ESFA coordinated by the

University of Patras, Greece.

She participated in two intra-university projects:

- Contemporary Aspects of Pedagogical Communication (PA-08-81 131.02.2019)

coordinated by Assoc. Prof. Snezhanka Dobreva Georgieva, PhD, Faculty of
Education, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

- The Challenges Faced by ihe Modern Competence-Oriented Education (P[-08-

153105.02.2020 coordinated by Assoc. Prof, Snezhanka Dobreva Georgieva,

PhD, Faculty of Education, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen.

4.3. Contributions (scientific and applied contributions)
I could summarize the fotlowing confributions of Ergidzhan Alinder-Ismailova on the

basis of her teaching, research and publishing activities.

Scientific Contributions could be divided into the following areas:



l. An in-depth analysis of the theoretical formulations on the essence of the concepts

of interiulrurality, interculturol communiiation, 
' 

multiculturalism and

internationalization in the context of the multicultural educational area is made.

2. The essence of the interculfural competences is revealed on theoretical basis that is

necessary for dealing with the problems in the globalizing world.

3. The social, emotional and educational literacy of Bachelor and Master Degree

students who were on mobility under the Erasmus and Erasmus + programs has been

studied.

Scientific and Applied Contributions could be divided into the following areas:

4. lt has been proven that the acquisition of thorough thematic and practical knowledge

concerning the multicultural educational environment guarantees effective adaptation

to the new environment and leads to efficient solution of problems.

5. The main characteristics of the identity are outlined - ethnic and cultural,

influencing the implementation of successful communication between representatives

of different groups within the educational environment.

6. The formation of intercultural competencies of students in Primary School

fiducation with a Foreign Language (English) Major at Shumen University is
aralyzed. The process is carriedby analyzing their level of foreign language training

and by considering problems related to integration, ethnic, national and cultural

identities.

7. Specific characteristics and relations within the organizational culture of the

university environment where students from different ethnic, national and religious

groups study have been discussed.

Applied Contributions could be divided into the following areas:

8. Various methods, approaches and modern technologies applied in foreign language

teaching are presented. All these discussed within the context of successful

communication, realized in various language situations (including social, problem-

oriented and professionally oriented discussions).

9. The dominant features of the,modern foreign language education are outlined. Its

communicative orientation, intercultural essence . and close relation to the new

information and communication technologies should be emphasized.

I would like to recommend Dr. Alinder to focus her international publishing activity
on refereed and indexed publications for future realization as a reseircher and

lecturer. Thus, the candidate's scientific achievements would be visible to a larger
number of readers.

5. Conclusion:
I find it worthwhile to give my positive assessment and to recommend Lecturer
Ergidzhan Osman Alinder-Ismailovao PhD to be granted the academic rank

Associate Professor to at Konstantin Preslavslqt University of Shumen in the Area of
Higher Education 1. Pedagogical Sciences, Professional Field 1.2. Pedagogy

(lntercultural Competences and Foreign Language Teaching)

1 L08.2024

Strumen

Member of the Academic Jury , ft\
(Assoc. Prof. Valentina Va'sileva, PhD)


